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A News let ter for the
G RAND V ALLEY
STAT E UNIVERSITY

Co m m un ity
Vo lume 22 , Number 8

Monday , September 22, 1997

Shakespeare Festival Offers Variety of Events
Nowhere in Michigan is William
Shakespeare more visibly revered
than in Allendale , where Grand Va lley
hosts the state's only professionallevel Shakespeare festival, a te n-day
affa ir every fa ll that includes stage
performances, films, lectures and
discussions, and a Renaissance Fa ire.
This yea r's festival runs from September 26 through October 5.
"Curre ntly, the Stratford Festival
(from April-November in Ontario) is
all that's ava ilable in this region as far
as Shakespeare festivals go ," says
Associate Professor Roger Ell is and
d irector of GVSU's Shakespeare
Festiva l. Other area theate rs put on
Shakespeare plays o r bring troupes in
to perform, but none has a fu ll range
of Shakespearean events equal to
GVSU's annual affa ir.
Grand Valley's Shakespeare Festiva l
started in 1994, after President Arend
D. Lubbers expressed a des ire for the
un iversity to
have a
stronger
cultural
impact
o n the
west
Michigan
community. The
introdu ction of
the
festiva l
John Russell Brown
coincided with increased programming in
music and the visua l arts.
Th is yea r's Shakespea re stage
productio n w ill be the ro mantic
comedy "As You Like It. "
Actors include professio na ls Michael Page

and Russell Pitts from the Hope
Summer Reperto1y Theate r a nd Frank
Farrell fro m the Chicago Summer
Re pe rtory, as well as GVSU Theater
students, facu lty, and staff. During
"Revels Receptions"
before and afte r
Satu rday performances of "As You
Like It," theatergoers can mingle
with the actors .
Jo hn Russell
Brown, professor o f
Theater at the
University of
Michigan and former
associate director of
the Na tional Theatre
of Great Britain , will
be in reside nce at
Grand Valley to visit
classes, conduct
scholarly presenta-

tions, and lead post-pe rformance
d iscussio ns. Actor Josef Sommer, w ho
has performed Shakespeare from
continued on page 3

Grounds Maintenance Department workers Carol DeWitt and Mike
Clocheski work on sprucing up the Shakespeare Carden a:fier the new base
)or the "Robin Goodfellow Fountain " was installed last week. Designed by
sculptor Richard Paschke, the new copper-plated ornamental steel base
holds the workingjountain in its new, more prominent location.

Proctor Awarded
Honorary Degree from GVSU
The School of Public and No nprofit
Administration awa rded Gene Procto r
an ho norary Doctor of Humane Letters
degree o n September 11 at the Eberhard Center.

As the former executive di recto r of
the Baxter Community Ce nter, Proctor
developed progra ms that provided
med ical services , food, clothing, day
ca re, counseling, a nd recreatio n for the
underpri vileged me mbe rs of the Gra nd
Rapids community .
"The fac ulty chose Gene Proctor fo r
this awa rd," says Dan Balfour, directo r
of School of Public and No np rofit
Adm inistration , "beca use be rea ll y
exemplifies public service. In an e ra of
'me-first' attitudes, be has made a good
life for himse lf by he lping others ."
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Coming Events
CVSU Hosts Great Lakes
History Conference

since 1984, will present a diverse program,
highlighting the many influ ences that have
contributed to American country music.

Grand Valley will host academics from
around the region and the count1y at its
22nd Annual Great Lakes Histo1y Conference on September 26 and 27 at the
Eberhard Center.

Aud ie nces througho ut the United States
have become acq uainted with the group's
musical style through live performances and
their appearances on "Garrison Keillo r's
American Radio Company" and West
Virginia Public Radio's "Mountain Stage. "

The theme of this yea r's conference is
"The Problem of Identity in History." Fran
Ke lleher, chair of the Histo1y Department,
says that questions o f identity are commonly
discussed in terms of modern society as
well as a histo rical context.
"The question of how people construct a
personal identity and how groups of people
form a group identity has been of interest to
historians and a major research area for the
past decade, " Kelleher says. "We decided to
capitalize on that inte rest in th is yea r's
conference."
The G VSU Forum is
published by the Office o f
University Communications
every Monday w hen classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submiss ion
deadline is Tuesday noo n. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, ed ito r, c/ o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off ca m p us,
emai l forum@gvsu.edu.
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221 . Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World W ide Web
at: www.gvsu .edu/
Facu lty and staff m embers
can find an online "Sk etches "
submissio n form o n the Web
Site.

Claudia Koon z of Duke University w ill
deliver the conference's keynote address at
4 p .m. on Friday, September 26. Koo nz,
author of the book Mothers in the Fatherland, will deliver a speech, titled "The
Po litics of Identity in Nazi Germany: Visual
Images of Gender, Genetic Hea lth , and
Jews ."
Numerous other topics will be addressed
in 90-mi nute sessions at the conference.
Issues w ill be presented by histo rians and
professors from universities across the
countiy as well as representatives of the
Gera ld R. Ford Museum and the Rutherford
B. Hayes Presidential Center.
The Histo1y Department at Grand Valley
has hosted the Great Lakes Histo1y Confere nce for 22 consecutive years. Faculty and
staff members are welcome to attend the
keynote address free of charge . The cost to
attend the two-day conference is $45.
Graduate students may attend the fu ll
conference fo r $35, and undergraduate
students from Grand Valley and other area
colleges are welcome to attend for free. Ca ll
x3298 for more information.

Lunchbreak Concert Features
Bluegrass Music
Clear Fork, a qua rtet playing bluegrass
acoustic country music will be the featured
Lunchbreak performers in the Cook-DeWitt
Center on Friday, September 26, at 12 noon .
The musicians, who have been pe rforming

WRI Underwrites
Television Documentary
Grand Valley's Water Resources Institute
and West Mich igan Public Broadcasting w ill
present "Muddy Waters, Clea r Cho ices, " a
program about nonpoint source po llutio n ,
this weekend o n public television statio ns
WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52.
The program , which provides a look into
o ne of the most preva iling threats to wa ter
quality today, wi ll a ir on Saturday, Septe mber 27, at 5 p.m. and Sunday, September 28,
at 8 p.m. It will examine the problems o f
two streams in west Michigan and the
efforts to maintain and restore the ir water
qua lity. Included w ill be interviews with
government o fficials, scientists, environme ntalists and ordina1y citizens.
"All of Mich igan, and in particular west
Michigan , is experiencing unprecedented
urban growth, " sa id John Koches , Information Services Manager at the Water
Resources Institute . "Among the many
consequences of this growth is the loss of
high quality lakes and streams. 'Muddy
Waters - Clear Choices' puts this issue into
perspective and shows that there is a role
for each of us in protecting our water
resou rces ."
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Shakespeare Festival
continued from page 1

Stratford to San Diego, will be artist-inresicle nce.
The
Boarshead
Feast, with
Renaissance
music, w ill
be held on
Sunday,
September 28,
at 5 p.m. in
The Meadows, concluding in
time for a 7
p .m. play
pe rformance.
The
Artist-in-residence
Josef Sommer
Renaissance
ambiance
w ill continue on Saturday, October 4, in
a da y-long Renaissance Faire on the

greens surrounding the Cook Carillon
Tower. The faire includes full-costumed
vendors, jugglers , clowns, bagpipers
and begga rs.
In addition to stage performances, a
series of "greenshows" will be held
o utside in the Shakespeare Garden next
to Lake Superior Hall. In the midst of
flowers and herbs Shakespeare mentions in his plays, GVSU students and
facu lty and staff members will read
sonnets, theate r students and community acto rs in costume will perform a
variety of scenes, and music will be
provided by a brass cho ir, a lute , and
madriga l singers.
The Shakespeare on Film series
provides a contemporary look at
William Shakespea re with free showings
of 1996 Hollywood version of "Romeo
and Juliet" and Kenneth Branagh's 1993
screen adaptation of "Much Ado About
Nothing. "

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Robert Shechtman, associate professor of Music, was a recipient of the
1997-98 American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers award.
John Graclti, associate vice president
for Academic Affairs and professor of
Chemistry, has been appointed to a
pane l of the Michigan Environmental
Science Board (MESB) to review the
State of Michiga n's policy rega rding the
PCB standards used in providing advice
about sport fish consumption. Gracki is
a member of the MESB.
Bill Whit, associate professor of
Sociology, presented a paper, titled
"Food Practice as Epistemology," and
conducted a session , titled "Author
Meets the Critics," about author Alex
McIntosh's Sociologies of Food and
Nutrition during a meeting of the
Association for the Study of Food and
Society at the University of Wisconsin.
Whit also led a ro uncltable discussion
o n "Marxist and Non-Marxist Approaches to Food, Eating and Agriculture" at a
meeting of the American Sociological
Association in Toronto.

Hugh Jack , assistant professor of
Engineering, has been investigating the
use of computers in teaching. The
results of his work have been presented
at the American Society for Engineering
Education (ASEE) north central section
meeting in Dayton - "Developing
Multimedia Courseware for the Web,"
the Michigan Teachers of Mechanics
Conference at the Eberhard Center "http:// claymore.engineer.gvsu .eclu,"
the ASEE National Conference in
Milwaukee - "Use of Computer Technology in the Classroom, " and the ICEE
conference in Chicago - "Teaching
Basic Mechanics Using Computers." Jack
recently presented this work at the
GVSU 1997 Teaching and Learning
Conference. A short guided tour of this
work can be accessed at www.eocl.
gvsu. eclu.

In the News
Mary Ann Sheline , director of the
Regional Math and Science Center, was
interviewed about the changing MEAP
scores by WOOD-TV 8 on September 4.

Check
the Forum
calendar for
elates and
times of
pe rformances , o r
contact
Ell is, at
x3485 , for
more
information .

An Insider's View
Of the United Way
When it comes to United Way agencies, Brenda Lindberg has the 'inside
story. ' The new assistant controller at
Grand Valley was previously the chief
financial officer at the Arbor Circle, a
Grand Rapids United Way agency se1ving behavioral health needs in the community.
Arbor Circle came into existence in
1996 when fom nonprofit agencies serving women and children merged . Lirtdberg had been firtancial director at one
of the four agencies, the Grand Rapids
Child Guidance Clinic, before the merger. While she didn't work directly with
clients, she shared in the se1vice mission
of the organization.
"We really tried to maximize our
resources because tl1ey were scarce,"
Lirtdberg said. "We did a really good job
of being efficient irt order to benefit the
people who needed our se1vices. That's
why we had the merger - so we could
serve more people by being leaner. That
pa.it was exciting."
Now lookirtg at Arbor Circle and
other United Way agencies from the 'outside,' Lindberg believes community support is more i.mpo1tant than ever since
state and federal funding has been cut
while community needs continue.
"Here at Grand Valley, I have a sense
of mission for providing for a better community," she adds. "Only now it's
through education."
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Calendar of Events
General Events
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS
Ga lle1y Ho urs: 10 a. m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs . All activities on the Allendale Campus unless
othe1w ise noted.
*Indicates fee; all other cultural and general eve nts located
o n campus are free of charge.

Sat., Sept. 27
9 a.m.-3:15 p.m.: Great Lakes Histo ry Confe re nce. EC.
2 & 8 p.m.: Shakespea re Festiva l. As You Like It, live
pe rformance.• LAT, CFAC. Ca ll x2300.
Sun. , Sept. 28

7 p.m.: Shakespea re Festival. As You Like It, live pe rfo rmance.• Dinner Theate r package ava ilable. LAT, CFAC.
Call x2300.

Fri. ,Aug. 22-Fri. , Sept. 26

Galle1y Hours: Pho tographs by Pete r Taylor. Calder Gallery,
CFAC.
n1es., Sept. 23
10 a.m.: Grand Forum. "South Africa Coalitio n. " EC. Ca ll

x6615.
12 noon: Wome n Scholar's Faculty Forum. "Gender Equity
Issues in Sweden" presented by Ma1y Seeger. Cabins E &
F, KC.
12:30 p.m.: Grand Fo rum . "Ire land's Triumphs and Tears:
Lessons for the World ." EC. Ca ll x6615.
1-3 p.m.: Student Employee Tra ining. Grand River Room,
KC. Call x2215.
Thurs. , Sept. 25
10 a.m .: Grand Foru m. "Autumn in Historic Grand Haven. "

Grand Have n. Ca ll x6615
12:30 p.m.: Grand Forum. "Autumn in Historic Grand
Haven" walking to ur. Grand Haven. Ca ll x6615.
Fri., Sept . 26

9 a. m .-5 p .m.: Great Lakes History Conference. EC.
12 noon: Lunchbreak Se ries . Clear Fork, bluegrass quartet.
CDC.
8 p.m.: Shakespea re Festival. As You Like It; live performance. • Ope ning night reception following. LAT, CFAC.
Call x2300.

Job Openings
Executive ,Administrative, Professional

News Director, WGVU AM & FM/ West Michigan Publ ic
Broadcasting - $26,800 - 45,000
Assistant Director of Alumni Relations , Alumni Re latio ns $25,000 - $28,000
Admissions Counselo r, Admissions Office - $24,400 $37,000

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to cha nge.
Mon. , Sept. 22

3 p.m.: Women's Tenn is. Aquinas College at GVSU.
Thurs., Sept. 25

7 p.m .: Women's Vo lleyball at Lake Supe rio r State Uni ve rsity. Sa ult Ste. Marie .
Fri. , Sept. 26
7 p.m.: Women's Vo lleyball at Michiga n Techno logica l

University. Ho ughto n.
Sat., Sept. 27-Sun ., Sept. 28

All Day: Men's Golf at NCAA District IV Fa ll Tourney.
Fa1well.
10 a.m.: Wo men 's Golf at Lady Thunde r Invitatio na l. TriState University . Angola, IN.
Sat. , Sept. 27

11 a.m. : Cross Country. Tower Trai l Class ic at GVSU.
12:30 p.m.: Football at Wayne State University. Detro it.
5 p .m.: Wo men's Volleyba ll at o rthern Mich iga n Uni versity.
Ma rquette .
Sun ., Sept. 28

1 p.m.: Women's Soccer at Ashland Uni versity. Ashla nd , O H.

Movers and Lakers
Ken Kolbe has been named
ope rations ma nage r fo r West
Michigan Public Broadcasting.
Kolbe, w ho has been with the
WGVU staff since March 1995 , has
acted as inte rim operatio ns
manager fo r the past several
months.

